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New 4th Edition, revised and updated! This substantially revised and expanded edition benefits
from an additional decade of observation of puppy behavior by its authors and includes
effective, up-to-date methods for educating puppies to become good canine citizens. Covers
planning for the new puppy, selecting a breeder, house training, where to sleep at night, bonding
with your new puppy, socialization, discipline, simple commands and leash training. Learn the
stages of development and what to expect as the puppy grows. Breeders, this is a good book to
give to your buyers when you collect that deposit on the new puppy! Help them plan ahead and
be prepared.

"This book may be as important for puppies as preschool is for children" --(Dog Fancy) --This
text refers to the paperback edition.From the PublisherOver 300,000 previous editions sold --
This text refers to the paperback edition.From the AuthorWe have domesticated the dog to the
extent that he is totally dependent on humans-and then we abuse him by refusing to understand
his needs in this technical world. Our goal is to help people understand the nature of the dog
they live with, respect his dogness, and, in return, be respected by their dog. --This text refers to
the paperback edition.From the Inside FlapDid you know that puppies go through critical
periods? Do you realize that if certain things are not taught to a puppy in the first twelve weeks of
life, it will be much more difficult for him to learn later? Are you aware that what the breeder does
or does not do during the first seven weeks will affect how well your puppy adapts to family life?
Clarice Rutherford and David Neil have devoted a liffetmie to the study of animal behavior. Here,
they tell you in easy-to-understand language just how a puppy's body and mind develop and
what you can do to help him develop in the right way. By following these guidelines, anyone can
experience the joy of owning a well-adjusted dog.--This text refers to the paperback
edition.About the AuthorClarice Rutherford obtained a B.S. in Animal Science and an M.S. in
English from Colorado State University and was employed for several years at the CSU Animal
Care Center. She is a member of breed and obedience clubs and has competed in breed,
obedience and field events. She also taught obedience classes for many years, where she saw
many dogs living lives of desperation-very little stimulation in their environment and lack of
consistency in the way their owners treated them. Her goal is to help people understand the
nature of the dog they live with, respect his dogness, and in return, be respected by their
dog.David Neil received his veterinary degree from the University of Liverpool and was in mixed
private practice in Wales and England for several years. He has been an active participant in the
humane movement and was president of the Humane Society of Larimer County, Colorado, for 3
years. Currently he is involved with the Canadian Federation of Humane Societies and the
Alberta SPCA--This text refers to the paperback edition.From Library JournalThe 1981 edition



(now out of print) of this little classic on puppy rearing was a word-of-mouth best seller. This
substantially revised and expanded edition benefits from an additional decade of observation of
puppy behavior by its authors and includes effective, up-to-date methods for educating puppies
to become good canine citizens. Along with Job Michael Evans's The Evans Guide for
Housetraining Your Dog (Howell, 1987), this is required reading for new puppy owners. Whether
the copy still in circulation is battered and gnawed or the book slipped by the first time around,
every public library should acquire this new edition, and academic libraries should seriously
consider it for its insights into canine behavior. Highly recommended.- Jennifer King, Monmouth
Cty. Lib., Manalapan, N.J.Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an
out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Read more
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United States of AmericaTo All the Puppy PeopleWho Have Made a Choice...A CONTRACTI
have chosen to share my life with you, a member of another species. I pledge to appreciate your
uniqueness as a member of the canine family and to attempt to raise you and discipline you in
terms of this uniqueness.In return, I know that you will do your best to fit into my lifestyle if it is
caninely possible, and will reciprocate my attention to you by letting me share your view of the
universe.I will be a better person for having this experience. I hope your life will be better for
having lived with me.CONTENTSAcknowledgmentsIntroduction1 Choosing Your
Puppyselecting based on breed characteristics • choosing the right puppy2 Behavior:
Environmental Factorsenvironment shapes behavior • the breeder’s role is foremost3 The First
Three Monthsthe developmental periods • the neonatal period • the transitional period • the
socialization period4 The Breeder’s Responsibilityexposure to mild stress • environmental
enrichment5 Puppy Goes to a New Homepreparations • age of the puppy • the first day • first
night alone • first visit to a veterinarian • house-training • using crates and kennels • the
importance of play • puppies and older dogs6 Socialization Continuesprepare your eight- to
sixteen-week-old puppy for the future • stimulate those neurons • teach eye contact • socialize
your puppy • introduce the puppy to pretraining activities • important basics when teaching
puppies7 Domesticating Your Puppyshaping behavior • the bonding process • discipline •
evaluating the different disciplines • puppies will be puppies8 Development from Three to Six
Monthsdominance and submission • the avoidance period • teething • the leadership concept •
the pack structure • the family pack • conclusion9 The Importance of Personalityindividual
characteristics • the trainer’s personality10 Dog Signals Using Body Languagecalming signals •
using calming signals • warning signals • conclusion11 Behavioral Problemswhy is my puppy
acting this way? • guarding the food dish • jumping out of reach • separation distress • digging •
chewing • barking • jumping up • mouthiness and biting • the aggressive puppy • find creative
solutions12 The Rewards of Puppy Trainingcommunicating with your puppy • teaching your
puppy to learn • teaching basic tasks • clicker training • then versus now13 The Second Six



Monthsmore exercise, less freedom • use the basic commands to control behavior • behavioral
traits • communication • sexual maturity • the Canine Good Citizen Test • don’t worry—have fun!
AfterwordAppendix—Puppy Temperament TestingBibliographyAbout the
AuthorsIndexACKNOWLEDGMENTSWe wish to thank the people who have aided in the
preparation of the fourth edition of this book: Barbara Fleming for organizing the new text,
Elizabeth Stimmel for typing the complete text, Deborah Helmers for her patient and thorough
editing, Kelly Hines Keller for graphic design, and Sue Henning for her continuing work on puppy
temperament testing.Photo by Judith Strom.IntroductionEvery year, countless numbers of
people develop relationships with their dogs in work and play, allowing subtle, effective two-way
communication to be comfortably established. In some of these relationships, the bond
continues to grow stronger, and what begins as a matter of expediency between two awkward
strangers—the new owner and the new puppy dog—becomes, in the fullness of time, a meeting
of minds and hearts.At the dawn of civilization in the ancient city of Jericho, there were dogs as
large as wolves and as small as terriers. Already man had selected and bred different types of
dogs for different functions. This selecting and breeding has continued for thousands of years as
a continuous process. Today approximately 200 breeds are recognized by the American Kennel
Club, breeds which in one way or another enrich our lives in work and play. We see the amazing
adaptation of various breeds to become seeing-eye and hearing-ear dogs. Dogs also assist the
physically handicapped. No matter what functions dogs perform, the basic, underlying theme
throughout the vast majority of them is companionship. Pet dogs in contemporary society
continue to provide a focus of attention and affection for people who feel very much alone,
whether confined to their homes or to an institutional setting.“If the status quo prevails, dog
ownership isgoing to get tougher, and deservedly so....The way we play it may have very
significant impacton the future of the domestic dog in urban society.”Having praised dogs to the
skies, however, we recognize that all is not well with the unwritten contract between man and
dog. Too many dogs do not enjoy a healthy family situation and get into so much trouble that
they are either impounded or relinquished to the animal shelter. A high percentage of these
animals are approximately eighteen months old and, having outgrown their cuteness, are having
behavioral problems that their owners could not deal with. Our purpose in writing this book is to
help people understand their puppy’s behaviors and needs as he grows into maturity.We believe
that the first step toward getting a dog that you and everyone else can live with—after selecting
the right breed for you, of course—is to find a good breeder who recognizes how important the
first two months of a puppy’s life are in determining how he will be able to deal with the big world
as a mature dog. When your carefully selected puppy comes home with you, you are now in the
driver’s seat, and your knowledge and patient actions will further determine whether you will
soon own a dog that you—and your community—can live with.One of the big issues involves
raising a normal puppy when during the day the entire household is either out to work or at
school. We have addressed this issue in the book. Recognizing that separation anxiety is a
serious problem, we have addressed this both in terms of proofing the puppy against the



development of separation anxiety as well as recognizing some of its signs and dealing with
them when they start to occur in later months.Look for the puppy with the personality that most
closely fits your ideal. Observe the puppies as a group, but don’t make a decision based on the
pup’s behavior with the littermates. Take him away from the litter and evaluate his response to
you as well. Photo by Judith Strom.CHAPTER 1When you visit a litter of little puppies that are so
easy to handle and control, it is easy to overlook the thought that within a few months these
puppies will have the size and general behavioral characteristics of their breed, together with the
individual behavioral tendencies inherited from the parents. Unfortunately, when you select one
of the pups and take him home, you might be unhappy with the result, because that little puppy
can change into a much larger and more vigorous dog than your home and life-style can
manage. It isn’t the pup’s fault if you didn’t think about the adult dog that the puppy would
become.The best puppy for you is the one you can live with, and everyone else can, too. When
choosing a puppy, you must be able to visualize what the adult dog will be like physically and
behaviorally and how he will fit into your home facilities as well as into your life. For instance, a
person who would be very content with a relatively slow-moving Basset would probably be
frustrated with a quick-moving, high-energy terrier.Perhaps the first deliberate action in acquiring
a puppy is to set aside sufficient time to familiarize yourself with all that the world of dogs can
offer you, and, in turn, what you can offer a dog. During this time, you can resort to the abundant
literature on dogs and seek expert advice. In this way, you start to zero in on that special little
chap that will so enrich your life in the future.“The best puppy for you is the one that will grow
upinto the right dog for you. When choosing a puppy,you must be able to visualize what the adult
dogwill be like, physically and behaviorally.”Don’t pick a breed on its looks alone —you could be
surprised.A puppy’s adult personality will be shaped by a combination of three factors—his
breed, his individual genetic behavior, and the socialization that he receives during the first four
months of life. Breed characteristics are generalizations, of course, but they are recognizable in
most members of each particular breed. It is obvious that different breeds not only look different
but behave differently. Don’t pick a breed on its looks alone—you could be surprised.Selecting
Based on Breed CharacteristicsWhen you begin reading about the different breeds, note the
history of each one. This informs you of the specific reasons for which they were bred and the
purpose they served for their humans and gives you an idea of the built-in behavior and attitude
of those breeds.Dogs are descended from the wolf, whom we know to be a hunter, a herder
(directing his prey in a particular direction), a guard (protecting his food supply and his den of
pups), a team player (working together to run down prey), an athlete (loping across many miles),
and an aware animal (having intensely acute senses of sight, scenting, and hearing). Each of
these qualities is called a drive or instinct.All of the qualities we admire in the dog come from the
prey drive of the wolf. This prey drive in the wolf is a combination of instincts that all fit together to
guarantee survival of the pack: the pack instinct, the prey instinct, the herding instinct, the
guarding instinct and the communication instinct. This collection of instincts in the dog translates
into behaviors that can make him a welcome member of his human family. With the right training,



he lives comfortably in his people group, his people pack. He knows not to bite. He
communicates through body language, and he understands and practices nonverbal
communication.The wolf is a hunter. The prey instinct governs his life. He lives for his major
reward, to chase the prey and kill it. The prey instinct is ever present, always turned on, ready to
activate.The dog also is a hunter. The prey instinct is in every breed, but to a milder degree than
in the wolf. Many dogs that live sheltered lives seldom have an opportunity to display any prey
instinct. But even for these dogs, certain sounds and movements can activate the instinct and
cause the dog to react like a wolf. When we understand that this is part of the dog’s behavior and
personality, we can help the family pack be a pleasant union of individuals who are different and
yet respect and enjoy each other.Understanding how the instincts occur in different breeds will
help you select the puppy that fits most comfortably in your family pack. The different breeds
were selected to emphasize one or more of these drives, which then became part of the dog’s
personality. For example, the Collie, the Shetland Sheepdog, and the Corgi were bred for
herding sheep and cattle, and you might find yours herding a group of children in your yard by
circling around them. The northern breeds, such as Siberian Huskies, Samoyeds, and
Malamutes, were selected in their gene pool for pulling and going forward continuously. Your
Husky will need to be on a leash or he might decide to take off on a run. The purpose of the
sporting breeds is to find game, with the retrievers specializing in returning the game to their
person. You will find them picking up and carrying things around the house. The scent hounds
have an intense scenting ability, and when they catch an interesting scent, they follow it
regardless of what you say. But all these dogs still bond to their people. This is the basic
difference between dogs and wolves.The terriers, bred to hunt and catch small animals, are
quick-moving with high energy and are always ready for a chase. Working dogs such as German
Shepherds and Rottweilers know that they have a job to do for their humans. They were
expected to protect flocks from wolves, coyotes, and mountain lions, as well as to protect their
humans. Toy breeds were bred to be companion dogs and prefer spending time close to their
humans.When you select your own puppy, think about the characteristics that were bred into
that particular breed, which of the drives are strongest, and what that tells you about the future
behavior of your dog. Try to be objective when you decide whether those characteristics will fit
with your own personality. Think about the dog’s need for exercise, his activity level in the house,
his attitude toward visitors, and his trainability.HERD • PULLUnderstanding how instincts are
expressed in different breeds will help you select a puppy that fits most comfortably in your
family pack.RETRIEVE • HUNTSporting breeds are bred to scent and retrieve game. Photo by
Judith Strom.This West Highland White Terrier puppy is learning to have his feet wiped when he
comes inside. Photo by Judith Strom.Once you have decided on your breed, you will find a
range of personalities within that breed—some more quiet, others more dominant. You will look
for the pup that fits the image you have for your canine companion.A good source of information
about the breed in which you’re interested is your local kennel club, which can give you the
names of breeders. Many of these clubs periodically run an ad in the pet section of the local



newspaper. When buying a puppy, you’re not just buying a pedigree—you’re buying the
expertise, the understanding of the puppy’s needs, and the advice that the breeder can give you
based on experience with that particular breed.You can also gain good information by attending
a dog show and buying a catalog of the dogs entered. This lists the names and addresses of the
people who are showing, and you can follow up by contacting a breeder in your area. Dog World
Magazine and Dog Fancy, found at many magazine stands, and the AKC Gazette, found in many
libraries, list breeders in all parts of the country.When you contact a breeder, you will probably
be asked questions about your life-style and about the plans that you have for your dog. Do you
have enough time to give your dog? Good breeders want to be sure that the puppy goes to a
good home.We cannot recommend buying puppies that are born in puppy mills (and usually
sold in pet stores). You cannot learn anything about the parents of the puppy and will know
nothing about the treatment that the puppy received during the sensitive stages of birth to eight
weeks nor about hidden health problems.When you have selected the breed that has a size and
disposition best for you, it is time to consider the individual personality that you want your pup to
have. A good indication of this is the personality of the parent dogs. Behavior is a hereditary
factor, just as are the appearance, the length of coat, or the type of head. Behavior is of great
importance to most buyers. Therefore, if either parent is very shy or very aggressive, you will
want to look at other litters before making a choice. Conversely, if the parent dogs like people
and are pleasant to be around, you will know that there is a good chance that the pups will have
the same qualities. The puppy will not be a carbon copy of either parent but will likely have some
of the behavioral characteristics of each.The puppy should have a good temperament if the sire
and dam have good personalities and the litter has been properly socialized. Photo by Meggin
Rutherford.The third aspect of the development of a puppy’s personality (after breed and
heredity) is the socializing that he receives from the breeder and the behavior molding that he
receives from his new master. Every breeder knows that careful breeding is only part of the story,
although a very important part. Breeders have seen promising puppies ruined by bad training or
simply a lack of training, or by mismatching a puppy with a certain type of person. If a breeder
tells you that he doesn’t think a dog is right for you, he does so from experience based on
placing puppies.Choosing the Right PuppySelecting a puppy is often a matter of deciding which
pup most likely fits your personality. For example, if at seven and eight weeks of age a Labrador
Retriever puppy is running around as fast as he can, grabbing your pant leg, crashing into you
when you’re down on your knees, jumping up into your face, or grabbing at your hand when you
try to pet him, then you can be certain this puppy will be a handful. Another Labrador puppy in
that same litter may be quiet, may come to you slowly at first, and may lick your hand or face.
This pup will be easier to train, and because he’s a Labrador, you know he will become
sufficiently lively when he is acquainted with his new home. Which pup is best for you? Perhaps
you prefer a pup that isn’t always fussing for attention. An independent pup that is busy sniffing,
not caring whether he’s petted, might develop into the type of dog you would want once you
have bonded to each other.Many breeders have puppies that are reserved ahead of time, with



each person getting a pick in order. For example, you might have the third-pick female because
two people reserved a pup before you did. Another person might have fourth-pick male (if there
are that many). It might seem that you won’t get the pup that’s best for you, but the breeder often
helps match puppies and people, and it’s amazing how the pups seem to go to the most suitable
homes. Many breeders use puppy testing and their own evaluations to match puppies and
people. You can also use your own guidelines. See the Appendix on Puppy Temperament
Testing.Observation of a pup with his littermates sometimes gives a false impression of the
pup’s innate desire to please and to adjust to people. Never select a puppy based on his
behavior with his littermates. Remove him from the litter and play with him individually.
Observations made by an inexperienced buyer on only one visit may not accurately reflect the
true puppy—the hell-raiser might be tired, and the wallflower may have just awakened and may
be feeling his oats. More than one observation, the breeder’s opinions, and testing will give a
better rounded picture and may prevent a mismatch.If you have the pick between two or three
puppies, carry one puppy away from the litter, far enough so that the pup can’t see or hear his
littermates. Is the pup curious, wagging his tail, and exploring? Is he worried and trying to return
to the litter? Can you attract his attention by clapping your hands, or by bending down close to
him and having him run to you? Does he follow you when you walk past and coax him? Does the
pup look at you when you hold him close and talk to him? Roll the pup on his back and hold him
gently. Read the score sheet in the Appendix to evaluate his reaction. The final decision on your
part might be an emotional one, but part of that selection process is based on how you react to
the puppy on a one-to-one basis. The puppy that you don’t want is the shy pup that wants to run
and hide or the aggressive puppy that nips at you when you try to play with him.Photo by Judith
Strom.When You Can’t Visit the LitterYou will have to trust the breeder if you can’t visit the litter.
Ask all the questions you can think of. Tell the breeder the type of puppy you want, then rely on
the breeder to make the final decision. Many breeders require a deposit if you want a puppy held
for you. The remaining payment is made when you pick up the puppy, or just before shipping.
You should receive the puppy litter registration at this time or a written promise that it soon will be
in the mail.Deciding on the Best AgeMany breeders have considered seven weeks to be the
ideal age for a puppy to leave his littermates and go to his new home—never younger. Others
prefer to keep their puppies in the litter until ten weeks of age. Some states now have a law that
prohibits selling a puppy before eight weeks of age. There is a federal regulation that a puppy
can’t be shipped by air before eight weeks of age. Because of the eight-week fear period, it is
best to wait until the puppy is nine or ten weeks of age. It is advisable for the buyer to be guided
by the experience of the breeder. The main concern for the new owner is to be certain that the
pup has received sufficient individual attention and puppy training from the breeder.The Older
PuppyIf you are considering a puppy that is twelve weeks or older, you need to get two
assurances from the breeder. First, the puppy must have been taken out of his pen on a regular
basis to experience different environments; otherwise, kennel shyness may develop. Second,
the puppy must have spent time alone with a person on a regular basis (for example, fifteen



minutes a day, four or five days a week); if not, his socialization will be retarded, and much time
and effort will be necessary to bring the pup around to a normal attitude toward people and other
dogs. If these two aspects have been taken care of by the breeder—in other words, if the puppy
training has begun—you can do just fine by buying an older puppy.Don’t Take Home TwoIf you
want two puppies, wait until the first pup is five to six months old before bringing home the
second. By this time, the pup will have bonded to you and will be comfortable spending more
time alone in his yard or house area. The problem with littermates is that the initial bonding is to
each other rather than to you. If they have each other, neither pup will give you his full attention.
This makes training almost impossible. Contemporary research in dog behavior indicates that
puppy-human bonding is essential to a superior relationship. It’s a very rare person who can
induce bonding with more than one puppy at a time.Other ConsiderationsUnfortunately, some
individuals raise puppies only for what financial gain they might experience, and they care
nothing about the needs of the puppies. Don’t hesitate to ask for specific information. Get a
detailed report of what care and activities have been done with the puppies, and find out how
knowledgeable the person is about the characteristics and history of the breed. If the breeder
seems lacking in any of these areas, don’t fall victim to a hard sell. These people should not be
encouraged to perpetuate their puppy activities. They do more harm than good for the dog
world.Don’t hesitate to ask for specifics about your pup—a good breeder will share with you all
the litter details you request.There are many conscientious and reliable breeders who breed and
raise puppies with great care. Take the time to find the right one. A good breeder will tell you why
he did this particular breeding and will share with you his expectations for the litter.We have the
advantage of raising and training dogs in a time when much has been discovered about the
basic developmental periods of a puppy’s life. This is very exciting. We can take what heredity
gives us and then control the environment to develop the best possible personality in the adult
dog.Often a puppy will pick you and bond very quickly. If your other criteria are met by this
individual, he may be the right choice. Photo by Meggin Rutherford.CHAPTER 2A major portion
of this book pertains to the first six months of a puppy’s life, with emphasis on the first three
months. There’s a good reason for this. We believe that these early months are absolutely the
key to molding a dog’s behavior so that he can fit into the complexities of life in the twenty-first
century. Let’s face it, urban life isn’t exactly a natural environment for man’s best friend—but with
care it can be one to which he can adapt.Life was great for the dog in small-town America where
the family dog went everywhere with the kids and also had his own circle of friends among the
other dogs in the neighborhood. In contrast, today most dogs live isolated lives in backyards,
pens, or homes, completely at the mercy of a few members of the family who are often very busy
with other activities. If the dog is fed every day and has shelter, we are too likely to think that
we’re filling his needs.The dog is, by virtue of his wolf heritage, a pack animal with definite social
needs. Through the millennia while man and dog were evolving, the dog developed empathy
with humans and a desire for attention from his human pack members. If this need for attention
is ignored, the dog can become very frustrated and might well begin to indulge in activities like



incessant barking and destroying property. If the dog that is kept in such an environment as an
adult also was bred and raised with inadequate attention, the problem is compounded.“Urban
living does not come naturally to a dog,but by understanding a puppy’s needs,we can help him
adjust.”Environment Shapes BehaviorDog behavior studies have determined that the first twelve
weeks of a dog’s life are vitally important because a puppy’s experiences during this time will
affect his emotional responses as an adult dog. It stands to reason, then, that if we know how the
puppy is growing and what he needs during these different stages, we can help every puppy get
the best possible start in life.The need for human attention begins shortly after the puppy is born.
During the first few weeks of life, the pup is going through the most amazing process of growth.
At first, his world is dark and silent and consists solely of contact with his littermates and the
constant care of his mother. After about two weeks he begins to learn new behaviors that will
adapt him well to living in a sensory and social world. By eight weeks of age he has full use of his
sensory and motor systems and his central nervous system has reached maturity, ready for
whatever learning experiences await.At about two weeks of age the puppy begins learning new
behaviors that help him adapt to living in a social world. Photo by Judith Strom.The puppy’s
central nervous system, and therefore his behavior, develops in a wondrously particular and
precise pattern, and each stage of growth has an effect on the puppy’s actions. If the pup
doesn’t have his physical and social needs satisfied during any one of these periods, certain
characteristics of his personality will be stalled at that particular stage of development. This, in
turn, will have an effect on how the dog will behave when he is older.For example, some dogs
remain overly suspicious of anything new or different, often because they never developed
investigative behavior when it was a normal part of their growing up (eight to twelve weeks).
Another dog might be too easily excited, to the extent of appearing hyperactive, as a result of not
having had adequate environmental stimulation during the stage of learning how to sort out
sound, sight, and smells (six to ten weeks). And both the shy and the hyperactive personality
can be strongly affected by a lack of human contact from three to seven weeks.You are
undoubtedly wondering if knowing about these developmental stages in a puppy’s life is all that
important. Obviously, many dog owners have raised very fine dogs without such information—for
good reasons. These pups may have had outgoing personalities and been able to overcome
some lack of socialization. Even more likely, these pups were fortunate enough to be raised in
homes where their needs were automatically and unknowingly met during each period. Dogs
have been successfully socialized for more than 10,000 years without anyone being specifically
aware of it, let alone labeling the process!So it is today in many homes. Puppies that get a lot of
attention and receive touch, sound, and visual stimulation in the course of a normal day grow up
to be healthy, well-adjusted dogs.Dogs have been successfully socialized for over 10,000 years,
without much instruction. With a little encouragement, your puppy will grow up healthy and well-
adjusted!The Breeder’s Role Is ForemostBeginning with the breeder, a certain amount of time
must be reserved for puppy activities. This is why timing the arrival of a litter is important. A
concerned breeder checks the calendar when planning a breeding to make sure that puppies



will not be neglected. If certain social obligations or an unusually heavy workload will occur at a
particular time of the year, a litter should not be bred to arrive at such a time.The breeder who is
not willing to give some time to the puppies should let someone else do breeding and puppy
raising. There are enough poorly adjusted dogs in the world now that did not get the people-care
they needed while they were puppies.This is where the so-called “puppy mills” are totally
negligent. The people who operate these mills have a large number of female dogs whose only
function is to produce puppies for profit and that are often kept isolated in cages, boxes, or other
very small areas. This so-called “breeder” has no understanding of the needs of the dog and
does not realize the damage done to a pup’s personality by giving him no socialization during
the first eight weeks. It is not only extreme cruelty to keep the parent dogs in such confining
isolation, but it is also cruel to the puppies to deny them the socialization they must have if they
are to adjust to living with people as they grow up.The breeder is teaching this young puppy to
come for a treat. Photo by Meggin Rutherford.Today, so much has been learned about dog
behavior that there is no excuse for a socially maladjusted dog. Whether you are a breeder who
is introducing the world of dogs to newcomers, or whether you are a first-time puppy owner,
there is much you can do to make this a good world for your pet. You may not have the luxury of
many days and weeks to be a partner in your puppy’s personality development. But you don’t
have to give up a normal routine and become a “puppy-recluse” in order to accomplish your
goal. Mostly, you just need to be aware of what’s going on in the natural process as a newborn
puppy grows from a “blob” into a bouncing young adult.CHAPTER 3The first three months of a
dog’s life are called the developmental months because it is during this time that almost all of the
dog’s basic behavioral patterns are developed. At least the first seven weeks of the puppy’s life
are the responsibility of the breeder. Beyond that age, the responsibility for socialization shifts to
the new owner. Each period has specific activities that can help a puppy grow emotionally.The
Developmental PeriodsThere are three basic developmental periods in the first twelve weeks.
These periods are defined here by calendar time, but this doesn’t mean that all puppies will
begin each period on exactly the same day. There will be variances depending upon the breed
and upon individual differences within the litter. Littermates usually catch up with each other,
however, by the end of the last period.“Experiences during thefirst three months are the
foundationof the puppy’s mature personality.”BASIC DEVELOPMENTAL PERIODSNeonatal
PeriodTransitional PeriodSocialization PeriodDays 1–14Birth to two weeksDays 15–21Two to
three weeksDays 22–84Three to twelve weeks
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., “Great methods that really wok and no harsh "alpha" treatment!!. How to Raise a Puppy You
Can Live With 4th Editionby Clarice Rutherford (Author), David H. Neil (Author)This book was
recommended as a must have by my breeder when we got our English Bulldog. She is
extremely stubborn even at only ten weeks of age and definitely wants to try and be the alpha
whenever she can!! I am not a fan of harsh training methods or exerting dominance over dogs to
prove that you are the alpha. They seem a little archaic and macho to me honestly. This book is
none of that thankfully. It does an awesome job of breaking down the different stages of puppy
development and what to expect with each one. Then it tells you exactly how to train your puppy
for the stage he or she is in. AND WITH NO NEGATIVE REINFORCEMENT OR "BE THE
ALPHA" BULL!!!! It is all redirecting attention and positive reinforcement. Since that is what our
breeder started with it has been super easy to just continue it. Our puppy is only ten weeks old
and is 80% litter box trained, fully crate trained and knows sit, down, stay and come. We are
currently working on "no bite" and "drop it". I really didn't expect to have results at this young of
an age. The methods in this book really work if every family member sticks with them 100% of
the time.From Amazon...How to Raise a Puppy You Can Live With explains how puppies
develop in mind and body from birth through one year of age. You ll learn what the breeder
should do before you get your puppy, how to select the right puppy, puppy temperament testing,
and what to do when you get your new puppy home. Rutherford takes you step-by-step through
raising a well-adjusted, well-mannered puppy, including positive dog training lessons on basic
obedience, behavior modification for puppies, and how to correct and prevent common problem
behaviors. She explains the calming signals dogs use, canine body language, and how to use
your understanding of those when training your puppy.”

J. Williams, “Should be mandatory for puppy owners. Raising a puppy can be extremely
frustrating if you don't know what to expect. I bought this book after about 2 weeks of having a
puppy, and the first two weeks I was filled with doubt... like, "Is my dog broken?" "Why does he
hate me?" "He's already aggressive towards humans and biting all the time!". Well these
questions are normal but they come from ignorance. This book alleviated SO much stress for me
because it answers questions and logically explains how to deal with situations that make you
question your sanity. My puppy and I have gotten along much better since I read this book.I will
note that a lot of the book talks about what the breeder should've done. I recommend reading it
even if you didn't get your dog from a breeder, because you need to know what kind of
preparation is expected before you move onto more formal training or making sure the puppy is
house trained.”

Bvrlypauge, “Rec'd by my longtime Vet.. Positive Reinforcement is the only Truly effective way to
train long term Safe and Obedient Behaviors in Dogs. I've seen it work over and over. Painful and



shaming punishments make animals overly fearful and prone to biting or other agressive
reactions.This book is easy to read and has some great ideas! However, I felt that the book was
a bit too short because it didn't address many behavioral issues that do come up in puppyhood
and was somewhat light on specific ways to address these.I'm only speaking from personal
experience over a long time. If this is your first puppy, whether Pound or Purebred, this is a great
book to start with!Don't forget though, that we're really training ourselves (probably as much as
our dogs) to be consistent and that only comes with a lot of practice! The positivity and
consistence is what makes new behaviors really stick! Enjoy your new companion!”

Virginia I. Labella, “Very helpful. This book is very informative for every phase of bringing a
puppy into your life - from preparation before the puppy comes, to what to expect through his
complete development. I got the book as soon as my husband and I started looking for a puppy,
and pulled it out for a review of what to expect on the first day once we found out we were getting
one for sure. The information in the book has helped make us feel completely prepared for what
to expect, how to control the environment, and how to react in situations that might have
otherwise seemed beyond our control. We feel confident we are getting our pup off to a great
start, and that he will grow into a wonderful adult dog. I also bought "Puppy Primer" and "Good
Owners, Great Dogs" at the same time. All three are excellent books, but I keep finding myself
turning to "How to Raise a Puppy..." most often. I think it's because it's not too short, not too long,
but just right.”

Jane Bowen, “Must Have Book for new puppy owners!. Great book full of thorough & practical
information about raising your new puppy. From choosing your breeder & new puppy, house
breaking, mouthing, barking, jumping up, socializing, obedience exercises, explaining how to
reinforce yourself as the dominant one in the relationship. It is written in a concise easy to
reference format. A must have book to shape your puppy into a beloved family member &
canine good citizen.”

Kent Collins, “Fantastic Book. This book was given to us years ago by a breeder, so when we
decided to get a puppy we thought we should find it and re-read it. So many years ago we
couldn't find it; we were very happy to find it on Amazon and yes it's still as great a book as it was
20 years ago.  You will not be disapointed.”

Amanda Kalmbacb, “Extremely helpful, used a lot of the tips for .... Extremely helpful, used a lot
of the tips for our puppy and at 8 months he’s very well behaved. Consistency is key.”

Nikolaos V, “Very interesting. Gives quite practical information. Quite happy with it. I got it before i
went for a dog and compared other books too. This one is one of the good ones.”

The book by Clarice Rutherford has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 311 people have provided feedback.
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